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able to defend only Asia Minor and secure peace on
conditions of paying tribute (533); towards the end
of his reign (562) he signed a new peace and con-
tracted to pay annually 3,000 pieces of gold. With
the barbarian kingdoms Belisarius completely suc-
ceeded: he conquered the Vandal kingdom of Africa
(534) *n a single campaign, the Ostrogothic kingdom
of Italy after eighteen years of war, and secured the
cession of the south of Spain by the king of the Visi-
goths. Justinian could boast of having partially recon-
structed the old Roman empire. But his supremacy
was without energy; the empire could conquer these
lands, but it could not defend Italy against the Lom-
bards, nor Africa against the Arabs.

As a builder, Justinan applied himself to defend the
empire by fortifications and to embellish Constanti-
nople with monuments; and that posterity might not
ignore his work he had a description made of every-
thing that he had constructed: 80 fortresses along the
Danube, 600 in the provinces of Europe; the wall that
defended the isthmus on which Constantinople was
situated; a series of fortresses along the Euphrates.

Of Justinian's monuments, the most notable was St.
Sophia, the cathedral of Constantinople, the most emi-
nent achievement of Byzantine architecture. It still
remains, now converted into a mosque by the Turks,

As a legislator, Justinian charged the jurisconsult
Tribonian with making two great compilations of all
the laws and all the works of the jurisconsults.

By his conquests, his edifices, and his laws, Justinian
succeeded, as he desired, in securing an eminence which
still persists. His name will never be forgotten, and